. Ten percent of samples taken from plaques were positive for H. pylori DNA, 6.6% were in coronary arteries and 3.3% were in aortic wall samples. None of the samples of the control group contained H. pylori bacteria (Fig. 1) . Bands of electrophoresis with size of 200-300 bp in the PCR product were considered as a positive result. This band has shown the amplification fragment of the gene from the bacterium H. pylori. There was no statistically significant difference between the two groups in terms of history of specific diseases such as blood hypertension, hyperlipidemia, smoking and diabetes (Table 1) . The high cost of cardiovascular diseases on the economy and society, and understanding the pathophysiology of atherosclerosis, are very useful in treatment and further researches. Increased levels of pro-inflammatory cytokines and lipid profile with an increased risk of cardiovascular events are associated (3). There was a significant correlation between identification of H. pylori genome and coronary artery disease. Therefore, this infection is included in the list of criteria for treatment as a risk factor for related groups. The role of H. pylori in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis was shown in some study but was not found a significant relationship between cardiovascular risk factors with these organisms (4). There is only limited relation between H. pylori infection and cardiovascular disease, but these researches did not reject any association between this infection and cardiovascular disease, more epidemiological studies needed for confirmation of this idea. 14.3% of patients with atherosclerosis were positive for H. pylori DNA, which again consistent with these results (5). However, in some of these studies in contrast to results of our study, there was no significant association.
In line of this argumentation, 85 patients with atherosclerosis were performed by PCR. H. pylori DNA in patients with atherosclerotic plaque were 4.7% and internal thoracic artery biopsy had 3.5%; therefore, was not found any significant difference between the two groups (6 
